
It is Time to Address the Economic Crisis
by Cutting Military Spending

“A nation that continues year after year to spend
more money on military defense than on pro-
grams of social uplift is approaching spiritual
death.”
-Dr Martin Luther King Jr  April 4 1967

Dr. King taught us we had to move beyond
war if our country and our world were to be
safe and prosperous and secure.  He taught us
that we could – and that we must – reshape
our world so that poverty, racism and war no
longer define our reality. And today, in this
springtime of hope, to Dr. King and to the
movements of which he was a part, we say
“Yes We Can” organize a new world of equali-
ty and justice, a world beyond war.

A public education forum on
THE TRUE COST OF WAR

March 19 6-9pm
SEIU Local1021 Union Hall
350 Rhode Island Street SF
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united for peace & justice bayarea
is a regional, movement building coalition that coordinates and supports the work of
existing local groups and strives to strengthen or create solidarity where it is lacking. We
link the wars abroad with the assaults at home, and U.S. militarism to the corporate eco-
nomic interests it serves. We work to make the peace movement a strong ally to move-
ments for social and economic justice in the U.S. and abroad.

INDIVIDUALS AND ORGANIZATIONS are encouraged to participate:
web: www.upj-bayarea.org/      email: ufpjbayarea@mac.com     phone:  415 863 3771

Beyond War 
a new economy

is possible.

WHAT CAN YOU DO?

On the sixth anniversary of the invasion of
Iraq JJaacckk RRaassmmuuss, a former union presi-
dent, author and professor of economics will
speak about the war, militarism and the
economic meltdown, followed by a discus-
sion. FFoooodd wwii ll ll  bbee sseerrvveedd aatt  66ppmm..
PPrrooggrraamm bbeeggiinnss aatt  66::445

ccaall ll ,, wwrriittee,, aatttteenndd,, mmaarrcchh,, ssuuppppoorrtt,, jjooiinn,, oorr,, ii ff yyoouu’’vvee ggoott aannootthheerr
iiddeeaa,, iinn tthhee iimmmmoorrttaall wwoorrddss ooff SSccoooopp NNiisskkeerr-- ““ii ff yyoouu ddoonn’’tt ll iikkee tthhee
nneewwss ggoo oouutt aanndd mmaakkee ssoommee ooff yyoouurr oowwnn””.

YES WE CAN
END WAR &

OCCUPATION
MARCH 21

Labor Contingent:
Meet for pre-march

RALLY: 
Justin Herman
Plaza 10:30 am

LET THEM KNOW
WHAT YOU THINK

Barbara Boxer- 415-403-0100 
Dianne Feinstein -415-393-0707 

Nancy Pelosi - 415-556-4862 

White House 
www.whitehouse.gov/contact/ 

comment desk 
202-456-1111

SUPPORT GI RESISTANCE

http://ivaw.org/support www.unitedforpeace.org
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we have been living
with the war and
occupation of Iraq
for six years now. Each
year handing over ever
more precious gifts:
the lives, the environ-
ment, and the history
of the people of the
“birthplace of civiliza-
tion”, the lives and the
health of our troops,
our sense of honor
and morality, and the
lion's share of our
resources.

In this time of unparal-
leled international
economic crisis we
must connect the dots: 
we can’t afford to con-
tinue the wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan either
morally or financially!

DEFUND
THE WARS

REFUND OUR 
COMMUNITIES

Beyond War 
a new economy

is possible

www.upj-bayarea.org

               



Some people believe the War in Iraq is winding down and we don’t
need to be so concerned about it anymore. Try telling that to some-
one with loved ones in Iraq. 

On MARCH 19th 2009 the 6th Anniversary of the
start of the WAR in Iraq, Please Join us in saying:

DEFUND WAR AND OCCUPATION 
REFUND OUR COMMUNITIES.
BRING THEM ALL HOME NOW!

in the morning, at noon, during the evening
at a BART STATION near you.

BART CONNECTS OUR COMMUNITIES LITERALLY. 

We shall gather at the stations as a way to connect the dots between
our various communities and issues.  Different groups are planning
actions at individual BART stations; actions can include street theater,
music, leafleting, projection of images; tabling etc.   Whatever speaks
most clearly for you. Join in an action. Plan an action of your own.
Just come out. Hand out leaflets or pick up a leaflet for yourself.

MEANWHILE PINK SLIPS FLOOD THE NATION.  LITTLE IS DONE
TO STOP FORECLOSURES.  GROWING MILLIONS GO WITHOUT
HEALTH CARE.  SCHOOL DISTRICTS STRUGGLE TO STAY AFLOAT.
HONEST PEOPLE ASK, "IS THE STIMULUS PACKAGE ENOUGH?"  

BUT THE PENTAGON PORK NEVER STOPS.  A MILITARY
ESCALATION IS BEING PLANNED FOR AFGHANISTAN.  LEAD-
ERS OF THE MILITARY-INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX HAVE GREAT JOB
SECURITY WHILE OTHERS STRUGGLE TO MAKE ENDS MEET
WITH UNEMPLOYMENT CHECKS.  CERTAINLY, THE PENTAGON'S
DEEP POCKETS CONTRIBUTE TO OUR COUNTRY'S SWIFT
DECLINE.

call for info:    415 565 0201 #24                or 415 863 3771
sschwartz@afsc.org    www.ufpj-bayarea.org    ufpjbayarea@mac.com

12th St. Oakland Center
16th St. Mission (SF)  -- Cop & Migra Busters. SF Food Not Bombs

Unconventional Action in the Bay, ARCO- Collective Action and Resistance 3:30-7
19th St. Oakland
24th St. Mission (SF)  -- American Friends Service Committee 7-10 am
Ashby (Berkeley)  -- Labor w/ others  Code Pink
Balboa Park (SF)  --  Women for Genuine Security 4:30
Bay Fair (San Leandro)
Castro Valley
Civic Center (SF) – Iraq Veterans Against the War  4 pm
Coliseum/Oakland Airport
Colma
Concord  -- Code Pink at 5 pm
Daly City  -- Pacifica Women in Black, Pacifica Peace People – 7–9 am and 4-6 pm
Downtown Berkeley  -- Code Pink in pm
Dublin/Pleasanton  --  Grandmothers Against War in 7–9 am and 4 -6 pm
El Cerrito del Norte -- East Bay Peace Action at 4 pm
El Cerrito Plaza -- El Cerrito Democratic Club at 4 pm
Embarcadero (SF)-No Cal War Tax Resistance, 7:30am  and 4 pm
Fremont
Fruitvale (Oakland) --  Alameda Peace Group.  BayPeace
Glen Park (SF) --  
Hayward
Lafayette (across street) Lafayette Crosses, Mt  Diablo Peace & Justice 7 pm
Lake Merritt (Oakland) Grandmothers Against War, am & pm
MacArthur (Oakland)  Friends of the Peoples Weekly World  4 pm
Millbrae
Montgomery St. (SF) – Post Street exit, Iraq Moratorium at 11:30
North Berkeley    --  US Labor Against War w/ others
North Concord/Martinez
Orinda
Pittsburg/Bay Point -- Pleasant Hill
Powell- Code Pink at noon
Richmond  --    
Rockridge (Oakland) --  Wellstone Dem REnewal -- 7-9 am, possibly also in pm
San Bruno
San Francisco Int'l Airport
San Leandro
South Hayward
South San Francisco
Union City
Walnut Creek  
West Oakland
Livermore  --  TriValley Cares and Western States Legal Foundation

call  415-452-1526  for contact info, for times & stations

C o m e  O U T !  jo in  an act ion ,  or  create  your own :

 



the price of war

American Friends Service Committee                                         www.afsc.org 
BAYPeace                                                                      www.baypeace.org
Bay Area Labor Committee for Peace & Justice

www.labor-for-peace-and-justice@igc.org
CODEPINK                                www.codepinkalert.org info@codepinkalert.org 
Cop and Migra Busters 
Direct Action to Stop War                     www.bayareadirectaction.wordpress.com 
East Bay Peace Action                                             www.peaceaction.org/gen 
Grandmothers Against War                                                   www.gawba.org 
Iraq Moratorium Campaign                               www.iraqmoratorium-sfbay.org 
Iraq Veterans Against the War                                                  www.ivaw.org 
Layfayette Crosses                                              lafayettecrosses.blogspot.com 
Mt. Diablo Peace and Justice Center                                        www.mtdpc.org 
Northern California War Tax Resisters                                  www.nowartax.org 
Pacifica Peace People                                         www.pacificapeacepeople.net 
Pacifica Women in Black                                 www.bayareawomeninblack.org 
People’s Weekly World                                                           www.pww.org 
San Francisco Food Not Bombs                                               www.sffnb.org 
Tri-Valley Cares                                                           www.trivalleycares.org 
Unconventional Action in the Bay 
US Labor Against the War                                www.uslaboragainstwar.org         
United for Peace and Justice                                   www.upj-bayarea.org 
Veterans for Peace  Chapter 69                                      www.vsasf.org             
Wellstone Democratic REnewal                         www.wellstoneclub.org 
Western States Legal Foundation                            www.wslfweb.org 
Women for Genuine Security                      www.genuinesecurity.org

DDeeeepp ggrraattiittuuddee ttoo tthheessee ssoouurrcceess ffoorr tthheeiirr ggeenneerroossiittyy sshhaarriinngg 
tthheeiirr ggrraapphhss,, rreesseeaarrcchh aanndd wwiissddoomm:: 

WWAANNDD EEdduuccaattiioonn FFuunndd:: wwwwww..wwaanndd..oorrgg 
NNaattiioonnaall PPrriioorriittiieess PPrroojjeecctt:: wwwwww..nnaattiioonnaallpprriioorriittiieess..oorrgg 
BBaarrrryy HHeerrmmaannssoonn:: wwwwww..bbaarrrryyhheerrmmaannssoonn..oorrgg 

Every gun that is made, every warship launched, every rocket fired signifies in the final sense, 
a theft from those who hunger and are not fed, those who are cold and are not clothed. This world in arms
is not spending money alone. It is spending the sweat of its laborers, the genius of its scientists, the hopes
of its children. This is not a way of life at all in any true sense. Under the clouds of war, it is humanity
hanging on a cross of iron. 

-Dwight D. Eisenhower April 16, 1953 

True peace is not merely the absence of tension: i t  is the presence of just ice.  
-MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

““......GGoooodd wwiisshheess aarree nnoott ssuuffffiicciieenntt;; wwee mmuusstt bbeeccoommee aaccttiivveellyy eennggaaggeedd.
-” -the Dalai Lama

            



Politicians lie when they tell us that  that we have neglected the military.

REFUND OUR COMMUNITIES

or,
that money could
pay for  

323,990 
elementary school
Teachers  for  One 
Year  

or, 

3,390,114 
S c h o l a r s h i p s   f o r

University Students 

for  One Year  

We,  the  taxpayer s  o f  
t h e  Bay Area, have paid

$22.6 billion
as our share of the total 
IRAQ WAR SPENDING
approved to date. For the 
same amount of money, 

9,284,504 
individuals could have 
received Health Care
for  One  Year

Immediate withdrawal of all 
occupying forces

No military bases left
behind.

No Private Security
Contractors or other military
support contractors left
behind

Full Reparations for the
Iraqi people to restore and
repair their country

Full benefits, and adequate
healthcare (including men-
tal health services) and
other support for returning
servicemen and women.

Resources to invest at
home in healthcare, educa-
tion, job creation, infra-
structure 

IT IS PAST TIME TO DEFUND
WAR and OCCUPATION!

In Iraq

In the US

What would that mean? imagine.

NNOO EESSCCAALLAATTIIOONN IINN AAFFGGHHAANNIISSTTAANN!!!!
bring them ALL home NOW

                



Why care about the military budget?
Because it’s not right. Some items of note:

• TThhee PPeennttaaggoonn bbuuddggeett iiss $$554422 bbiilllliioonn.. Just how much is that?
About one million a minute, or $17,000 a second. This is too much.

• TThhee UU..SS.. ssppeennddss aallmmoosstt aass mmuucchh oonn iittss mmiilliittaarryy aass tthhee rreesstt ooff tthhee wwoorrlldd
ccoommbbiinneedd.. We are clearly in a league of our own. 

• A common misconception is that higher military spending enhances home-
land security, yet the Pentagon budget contains very little money for home-
land security, i.e. emergency preparedness and port security.

• A sizeable portion of the Pentagon budget goes to expensive and obsolete
weapons. 

• Federal budget priorities have profound implications on the state and local
level, and for people’s lives.

• WWee nneeeedd ttoo bbrrooaaddeenn tthhee ddeeffiinniittiioonn ooff sseeccuurriittyy ttoo iinncclluuddee ssppeennddiinngg ffoorr tthhoossee
tthhiinnggss tthhaatt kkeeeepp uuss ssaaffee aatt hhoommee — such as conflict prevention, diplomacy
and development — for a balanced approach to security.

The wars are just the tip of the Iceberg

The $542 Billion we are speaking
of is just the initial outlay, the

Longterm cost is:
$3,000,000,000,000  

TTHHRREEEE  TTRRIILLLLIIOONN DDOOLLLLAARRSS

Direct costs, already spent
Future operational costs
Military equipment
Recruitment
Long term medical
Long term disability
Opportunity cost for lives lost
Higher oil prices
Interest on the war debt

$500 Billion
$521 - $669 Billion
$100 - $250 Billion
$25 - $30 Billion
$120 - $285 Billion
$276 - $340 Billion
$30 Billion
$230 - $800 Billion
$600 - $800 Billion

Nobel Prize winning Columbia
University Professor JJoosseepphh SSttiigglliittzz and
Harvard University Professor LLiinnddaa
BBiillmmeess estimate the Iraq War will cost
more than $3 trillion, making it the
second-most expensive war in U.S. his-
tory, after World War II.....

They say that even if we withdraw all
our troops tomorrow, tthhee wwaarr wwiillll ssttiillll
kkeeeepp ccoossttiinngg uuss mmoonneeyy ffoorr mmaannyy yyeeaarrss
ttoo ccoommee..

No on wants another 9/11 type attack.
Everyone wants to feel safe. Our military
spending is making us less secure.

NNaattiioonnaall IInntteelllliiggeennccee DDiirreeccttoorr DDeennnniiss BBllaaiirr ssaaiidd eeccoonnoommiicc ttrroouubblleess hhaavvee ssuurrppaasssseedd
tteerrrroorriissmm aass tthhee nnaattiioonn’’ss ttoopp sseeccuurriittyy tthhrreeaatt.. --SSeennaattee HHeeaarriinngg FFeebbrruuaarryy 1122 22000099

Large-scale U.S. military intervention and occupation in the Muslim world is at best inadequate,
at worst counter-productive, and, on the whole, infeasible. --Rand Corporation 

Perhaps this is a good time to consider the advice of the last
Soviet general to leave Afghanistan on the 20 year anniversary
of the Soviet withdrawal  (2/14/09): 

“Afghanistan taught us an invaluable lesson ... It has been and 
always will be impossible to solve political problems using
force. We should have helped the people of Afghanistan in
improving their life, but it was a gross mistake to send troops
into the country”

-Retired Red Army General Boris Gromov 

NNoo ccoouunnttrryy iinn tthhee wwoorrlldd ccaann bbeeggiinn ttoo
ccoommppeettee mmiilliittaarriillyy wwiitthh tthhee UU..SS.. SSttiillll,, wwee
ccoonnttiinnuuee ttoo ppoouurr mmoorree aanndd mmoorree ooff oouurr
nnaattiioonn’’ss rreessoouurrcceess iinnttoo tthhee PPeennttaaggoonn..

TThhee UU..SS.. mmiilliittaarryy bbuuddggeett iiss mmoorree tthhaann eeiigghhtt
ttiimmeess llaarrggeerr tthhaann CChhiinnaa aanndd RRuussssiiaa,, tthhee nneexxtt

llaarrggeesstt ssppeennddeerrss..

MMIILLIITTAARRYY BBUUDDGGEETTSS (($$BBIILLLLIIOONNSS)) 
TTHHEE TTOOPP 1144 CCOOUUNNTTRRIIEESS || ((22000055,, llaasstt aavvaaiillaabbllee ssttaattiissttiiccss))
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FY 2009 DISCRETIONARY U.S. BUDGET: $997,338,000,000 ($997 BILLION)

54% A

F. 6% 
Health=($58 b)

National Institutes of
Health, Centers for

Disease Control, Food
and Drug 

AA.. 5544%%  PPeennttaaggoonn 
DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt ooff DDeeffeennssee &&
nnuucclleeaarr wweeaappoonnss (($$554411 bb))

OOppeerraattiioonnss && mmaaiinntteennaannccee:: 3333%% (($$118800 bbiilllliioonn))
Training, logistics, facilities management

• PPeerrssoonnnneell:: 2233%% (($$112255 bb))
Pay and benefits

• PPrrooccuurreemmeenntt:: 2200%% (($$110044 bb))
Purchase of weapons systems, goods,  services

• RReesseeaarrcchh,, ddeevveellooppmmeenntt,, tteesstt && eevvaalluuaattiioonn:: 1155%% (($$8800 bb))
New weapons systems

• MMiilliittaarryy ccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn:: 44%% (($$2244 bb))
Bases, buildings, family housing, golf courses, gyms

• NNuucclleeaarr wweeaappoonnss:: 33%% (($$1166 bb))
Research, maintenance, cleanup

• OOtthheerr:: 22%% (($$77 bb))

G. 4.5%

Veterans’ 
services= 
($45 b)

Hospital and 
medical care.

B.9%
Education 

& training, Community
Development ($91 b)
Elementary, secondary,

vocational and higher ed,
children and families serv-

ices; community and
rural development,

FEMA.
C. 7.5% 
Natural

resources;Science;
Agriculture; Energy

($75 b)
Land management, 

pollution control, water
resources, Space, National

Science Foundation, Ag
research; Energy R&D,

conservation.

E. 6% 
Income 

security=($59 b)
Housing, Women,

Infants and Childrens’
food program 

H.4%
International= 

($39 b)
Foreign Military

Financing/Economic
Support Fund, HIV/AIDS,
State Department, devel-

opment & humanitari-
an assistance.

D. 6% 
Justice;

Government 
($62 b)

Law enforcement, 
courts, prisons, IRS,

Congress.

I. 3%
Transportation +

Commerce= ($27 b)
Air, water, and ground

transportation
commerce advance-

ment.

IN A LEAGUE OF OUR OWN

military spending on the rise 

For Fiscal Year 2007 it was $463 billion*

For Fiscal Year 2006 it was $442 billion

For Fiscal Year 2005 it was $421 billion

For Fiscal Year 2004 it was $399 billion.

For Fiscal Year 2003 it was $396 billion.

For Fiscal Year 2002 it was $343 billion.

For Fiscal Year 2001 it was $305 billion.
Congress increased that budget
request to $310 billion.

This was up from approximately $289 
billion in 2000.

*These figures do not include the costs of war. The wars in Iraq and Afghanistan have
been funded through supplemental appropriations. If you include the costs of war, the
total for FY07 is $583 billion.

The Bottom Line

Investing public dollars in
areas other than the military

(health care, education, mass tran-
sit, or home weatherization) creates

significantly more jobs than 
investing that same amount in the
military.Investing in education and

mass transit creates twice as
many jobs as investing in the

military.

The truth is,
when we invest federal funds in
projects other than military, we
generate not just the same num-
ber of jobs — but more jobs.
Substantially more.

In late 2007, economists at
the University of Massachusetts
published a report1 that compares
the number of jobs generated by
investing $1 billion...
1) Investing $1 billion in the

military creates 8,500 jobs.
2) Allocating $1 billion of tax

revenue to tax cuts for per-
sonal consumption gener-
ates approximately 10,800
jobs.

3) Investing $1 billion in con-
struction for home weather-
ization and infrastructure
creates 12,800 jobs; in
health care, 12,900 jobs; in
education, 17,700 jobs; in
mass transit, 19,800 jobs.

Politicians lie when they tell us that  that we have neglected the military.

THE MILITARY INDUSTRY STAYS IN BUSINESS
BECAUSE IT CREATES MILLIONS OF JOBS.

But other projects can do even better. 
It’s time to reinvest our public monies.
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